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HIS Day holy 9 keeps a moſt ſtrict F 

Faft - 4 18 ned GooD-FRIDAV. For a 

wok Day it was for us, even the Cauſe of all c 

our Good, and Ground of all our Joy: And fo ' 

in reſpect of the Effect of it, Chriſt's Paſſion 

may be a Goſpel for a Feaſt ; and ſo it is upon c 
a 
C 
C 


Parm-SunDAY. But if we conſider that our Sins 
were the Cauſe of his Sufferings, and that it was 
we that crowd his Head with Thorns, nail'd 
his Hands and Feet, and gored his Side with a 
Spear; fo his Paſſion confidered in the Cauſe of . 
* is Matter of the greateſt Sorrow ; and in this 
ect we keep it a Faſt. 
The Goſpel read on this Day, is taken out of 
St. Joun, rather than out of any other Evangeliſt, 
becauſe he was preſent at the Paſſion, and ſtood 
by the Croſs, when others fled; and therefore 
the Paſſion being repteſeſted as it were before our 
Eyes this Day, nis Teſtimony is re ad, who ſaw 
it himſelf; and from whoſe Example we may 
| learn not to be aſham'd mor afraid of the Crols 
4 of Chriſt. 
= This Day holy Chnrch prays Appell for all 
= Jews, Turks and IxFiDtls, Enemies of the 
Croſs of Chriſt 5 for this Day Chriſt both prayed 
and died for his Enemi es; and as he exprelt the 
heighth of his Love this Day, by dying for them; 


10 


Biſhop Sparrow on Good -Friday. 2 


ſo does the Church her heighth of Charity in 
praying for them. LE] ati} , EM 
The Antiquity of this holy Day appears by 
EvszB1vs's Antient Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, book 2, 
chapter 17, who there tells us, That it was an 
„ holy day in his Time“, and long before. 
That Day of our daviour's Paſſion we are wont 
«© to celebrate, not only with Faſtings and 


« Watchings, but alſo: with atteritive Hearing 


« and Reading of the Holy Seriptures. 

The following Homily, or Sermon, is reprinted 
from a Collection publiſhed in the Year 1 562, 
by Order of Queen ELIZABETH. They were 


compoſed by thoſe great Refor mers, Archbiſhop | 


CRANMER, and the Biſhops RiprEY, Latimer, 
and HooER, who were burnt in the Reign of 
| Queen Mary. The thirty-fifth Article of our 
Church recommends them in theſe words: The 
e Book of Homilies contains a-godly and whole- 
© ſome Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe Times,” 


* EvstB1vs, Biſhop of CAR EA, died in the, Year 340. 
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E are chiefly bound to praiſe thee for thy Son 

Jesv$ Cnri1sT our Lord : for he is the very 
Paſchal Lamb, which was offered for us, and hath 
taken away the ſin of the world; who by his death 
hath deſtroyed death, and by his rifing to life again, 
hath reſtored to us everlaſting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of 


heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praiſing thee and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Loxp Gop of Hoſts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O LoD moſt high. Amen 


Homily for GO O D- FRIDAY. 


Ye that paſs by, behold the Man, „ TIDTCF * 
The man of griefs condemn'd for you; 1 
The Lamb of G0 for ſinners ſlain, 
Weeping to CaLvaxy purſue. 


His facred Limbs they ftre they tear ; 
With nails they faſten to the'wood 
His ſacred Limbs, expos'd and bare, 
Or only cover'd witk his blood: 


See there! his temples crown'd with thorns, 
His blecding bands extended wide, 

His ftreaming feet transfixt and torn, 

The fountain guſhing from his fide. 


Oh thou dear ſuffering Son of Gop, 
How doth thy heart to ſinners move! 

Help us to catch thy precious blood, 
Help us to taſte thy dying love. 


The earth could to her center quake, 
Convuls'd whilſt her creater dy'd ; 
O may our inmoſt nature ſhake, 


And bow, with Jzsvs crucify'd! 


At thy laſt gaſp, the graves diſplay'd. 
Their horrors to the upper ſkies ; 

O that our ſouls might burſt the ſhade, 0 
And, quicken'd by thy death, ariſe. | 


The rocks could feel thy pow'rful death, 
And tremble, and aſunder part; 

O rend with thy expiring breath 
The harder marble of our heart! 
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1 Corinthians i. 23. Me preach Chriſt Crucified, 


T ſhould not become us (well-beloved in Chriſt) 

being that people which be redeemed from the 
Devil, from ſin and death, and from everlaſting dam- 
nation, by Chriſt, to ſuffer this time to pals forth with- 
out any meditation and remembrance of that excellent 
work of our redemption, wrought as about this time, 
through the great mercy and charity of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, for us wretched ſinners, and his mortal 
enemies, For if a mortal man's deed, done to the 


behoof of the common-wealth, be had in remembrance. 


of us, with thanks for the benefit and profit which 
we receive thereby : how much more readily ſhould 
we have in memory this excellent act and benefit 
of Chriſt's death ? whereby he hath purchaſed 
for us the undoubted pardon and forgiveneſs of our 
ſins, whereby he made at one the. Father of Hea- 
ven with us, in ſuch wiſe, that he taketh us now for 
his loving children, and for the true irheritors with 
Chriſt his natural Son, of the kingdom of Heaven. 
And verily ſo much more doth Chriſt's kindneſs ap- 


pear unto us, in that it pleaſed him to deliver himſelf 


of all his goodly honour, which he was equally 
in with his Father in Heaven, and to come down into 
this vale of miſery, to be made mortal man, and to 
be in the ſtate of a moſt low ſervant, ſerving us for 
our wealth and profit; us, I ſav, which were his ſworn 
ene mies, which had renounced his holy law and com- 
mandments, and followed the luſts and ſinful pleaſures 
of our corrupt nature. And yet, I tay, did Chriſt 
put himſe}f between God's deſerved wrath, and our 
fin 4 and rent that obligation wherein we were in danger 
to God, and paid our debt. Our debt was a great deal 
too great for us to have paid. And without payment, 
God the Father could never be at one with us. Neither 
was it poſſible to be looſed from this debt by our own 
ability. It pleaſed him therefore to be the payer 
thereof, and to diſcharge us quite. i 
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That we may the better conceive the great mercy 
and. goodneſs of our Saviour Chriſt, in ſuffering death, 
univerſally for all men, it behoveth us to deſcend into 
the bottom of our conſcience, and deeply to conſider 
the firſt and principal cauſe wherefore he was com- 
pelled ſo to do. When our great grandfather Adam 
had broken God's commandment, 1n eating the Apple 
forbidden him in Paradiſe, at the motion and ſuggeſtion 
of his wife, he purchaſed thereby, not only to himſelf, 
but alſo to his poſterity for ever, the juſt wrath and 
indignation of God, who according to his former ſen- 
tence prenounced at the giving of the commandment, 


condemned both him, and all his, to everlaſting death, 


both of body and foul. For it was faid unto him, 
Thou ſhalt eat freely of every tree in the garden: but as 
touching the tree of knowledge of good and ill, thou ſhalt 
in no wiſe eat of it: For in what hour ſoever thou eateſt 
thereof, thou Hat die the death, Geneſis 2. 17. Now as 
the Lord had ſpoken, ſo it came to paſs. Adam took 
upon him to eat thereof, and in fo doing he died the 
deach, that is to ſay, he became mortal, he loſt the 
favour of God, he was caſt out of Paradiſe, he was 
no longer a citizen of Heaven : but a Firebrand of 
Hell, and a bond-ſlave to the Devil. To this doth 
our Saviour bear witneſs in St Luke's goſpel chap. 15. 
calling us loſt ſheep, which have gone aſtray, and 
wandred trom the true Shepherd of our ſouls. To this 
alſo doth Saint Paul bear witneſs in Romans 5, ſaying, 
That by the offence of only Adam, death came upon all 
men to condemnation. So that naw neither he, or 
any of his, had any right or intereſt in all the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; but were become plain repro- 


- bates and caſt-aways, being perpetually damned to the 


everlaſting pains of Hell fire. In this ſo great miſery 
and wretchednefs, if mankind could have recovered 
himſelf again, and obtained forgiveneſs at God's hands, 
then had his caſe been ſomewhat tolerable, becauſe he 
might have attempted ſome way how to deliver himſelf 
tron eternal death. But there was no way left unto 
him, he could do nothing that might pacify . God's 
wrath, he was altogether unprofitable in that behalf. 

| | There 


ry 


bt: 2 1 


There was not one that did good, no not one. And 


how then could he work out his own ſalvation ? Should 


he go about to pacify God's heavy diſpleaſure by offer- 


ing up burnt ſacrifices, according as it was ordained 


in the old Law ? by offering yr blood of oxen, 

the blood of calves, the blood of goats, the blood of 
lambs, and ſo forth? O theſe things were of no force 
nor ſtrength to take away ſins, they could not put away 
the anger of God, they could not cool the heat of his 
wrath, nor yet bring mankind into favour again, they 


were but only figures and ſhadows of things to come, 


and nothing elle. Read the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
chapter the tenth, there you ſhall find this matter 
largely diſcuſſed, there ſhall you learn in moſt plain 
words, that the bloody ſacrifice of the old law was 
imperfect, and not able to deliver man from the ſtate of 
damnation by any means: ſo that mankind in truſting 
thereunto, ſhould truſt to a broken ſtaff, and in the 
end deceive himſelf. What ſhould he then do ? Should 
he go about to ſerve and keep the law of God divided 
into two tables, and ſo purchaſe to himſelf eternal life? 


Indeed, if Adam and his poſterity bad been able to 


ſatisfy and fulfil the law perfectly, in loving God above 
all things, and their neighbour as themſelves : then 
ſhould they have eaſily quenched the Lord's wrath, and 
eſcaped the terrible ſentence of eternal death pronoun- 
ced againſt them by the mouth of Almighty God. For 
it is written St Luke, 10, 28. Do thus, and thou ſhalt 
live; that is to ſay, fuiil my commandments, keep 


_ thyſelf upright and perfect in them according to my 


will, then ſhalt thou live, and not die. Here is eternal 
life promiſed with this condition, and fo, that they 
keep and obſerve the law. But ſuch was the frailty of 


mankind after his fall, ſuch was his weakneſs and im- 


becillity, that he could not walk uprightly in God's 

commandments, though he would never ſo fain : bur 
daily and hourly fell from his bounden duty, offending 
the Lord his God divers ways, to the great increaſe of 
his condemnation, inſomuch that the Prophet David 


crieth out on this wiſe : Al have gone re, all are 


become unprofitebie, there is none that deib good, no not 
one, 
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ane. In this caſe what profit could he have by the law ? 
one at all. For as Saint James faith, (chapter the 2d) 
He that ſhall obſerve the whole lat, and yet faileth in one 
point, is become guilty of all, And in the Book of 
Deuteronomy 27th chapter, 26th verſe it is written, 
Curſed be be (faith God) which abideth not in all thing 


that are written in the book of the law to do them. © 


Behold, the law bringeth a curſe with it, and maketh 


it guilty, not becauſe it is of itfelf naught or unholy, 
(God forbid we ſhould ſo think) but becauſe the frailty 
of our ſinful fleſh is ſuch, that we can never fulfil it, 
according to the perfection that the Lord requireth. 
Could Adam then (think you) hope or truſt to be 
ſaved by the Law ? No, hecould nor. But the more 
he looked on the Law, the more he ſaw his own dam. 
nation ſet before his eyes, as it were in a clear glaſs. So 
that now of himſelf he was moſt wretched and miſera- 
ble, deſtitute of all hope, and never able to pacify 
God's. heavy diſpleaſure, nor yet to eſcape the terrible 
judgment of God, whereunto he and all his poſterity 
were fallen, by diſobeying the ſtrait commandment of 
the Lord their Gd. But O the abundant riches of 
God's great mercy | O the unſpeakable - goodneſs 
of his heavenly wiſdom ! When all hope of righteouſ- 
neſs was paſt on our part, when we had nothing in 
ourſelves, whereby we might quench his burning wrath, 
and work the ſalvation of our own ſouls, and riſe out 
of the miſerable eſtate wherein we lay: Then, even 
then did Chrift the Son of God, by the appointment 
of his Father come down from Heaven, to be wounded 
tor our ſakes, to be reputed with the wicked, to be 
condemned, unto death; to take upon him the reward 
of our fins and to give his body to be broken on 
the croſs for our offences. He (faith the prophet Iſaiah 
meaning Chriſt, chapter 53.) hath borne our infirmi- 
ties, and bath carried our ſorrows, the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon him, and by his ſtrides we were made 
whole, - Saint Paul likewiſe faith, [ 2 Cor. 5. ] God 


made him a ſacrifice for our fins, which knew not fin, that 


wwe ſhould be made the righteouſneſs of God by bim. And 
Saint Peter moſt agreeably writing in this behalf, ſaith, 
23 N . Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath once died and ſuffer:d for our fins, the juſt. 
or the unjuſt, & c. To theſe might be added an infinite 

number of other places to the {ame effect : but theſe 

few ſhall be ſufficient for this time. 
k Now then (as it was faid' in the beginaing, let us 
ponder and weigh tbe cauſe of his death, that thereby 
we may be the more moved to glorify him in our 
h- WU whole life. Which if you will have comprehended 
„ briefly in one word, it was nothing elſe on our part 
y but only the tranſgreſſion and fin of "mankind. When 
5 the Angel came to warn Joſæph that he ſhould not fear 
. to take Mary to his wife: Did he not therefore will the 
e the child's name to be called Jeſus, becauſe, he ſhould 
E ſave his people from their ſins? When John the Bap- 
4 rift preached Chriſt, and ſhewed him to the people 
0 with his finger: Did he not plainly ſay unto them, 
L Jobn 1. ] Bebold the Lamb of Ged which taketh away 
y the fins of the world? When the woman of Canaan 
e beſought Chriſt to help her daughter which was poſſeſt 
y with a Devil: [ Matthew 15] did he not openly con- 
f fels that he was ſent to ſave the loſt ſheep of the houſe 
f of /ael, by giving his life for their fins ? It was fin 
$ then, Oman, even thy fin that cauſed Chriſt the only 
0 Son of God to be crucified in the fleſh, and to ſuffer 
fi the moſt vile and flanderous death of the croſs, If 
" thou hadſt kept thyſelf upright, if thou hadſt obſerved 
t the commandments, if thou hadſt not preſumed to 
n tranſgreſs the will of God in our firſt father Adam, 
It then Chriſt, being in the form of God, needed not to 
have taken upon him the ſhape of a ſervant; being 


mh Op No TH 


on earth : being the true bread of the ſoul, he needed 
not to hunger : being the healthful water of life, he 
needed not to thirſt : being life itſelf, he needed not to 
have ſuftered death. But to theſe, and many other 
ſuch extremities, was he driven by thy ſin, which was 
ſo manifold and great, that God Foul be only pleaſed 
in him, and none other. Canftithou think of this, 
O ſinful man, and not tremble within thyſelf : Canſt 
thou hear it ny without remorſe of conſcience, 
and forrow of heart * Did Chriſt ſuffer his pole for 


immortal in Heaven, he needed not to become mortal 
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| thee, and wilt thou ſhew no compaſſion towards him? 
While Chriſt was yer hanging on the Croſs, and yield- 

ing up the Ghoſt, the Scripture witneſſeth that the 

veil of the temple did rent in twain and the earth did 

quake, that the ſtones clave aſunder, that the graves 

did open, and the dead bodies riſe; and ſhall the heart 

of man be nothing moved to remember how grieyouſly 

and cruelly he was handled of the Jews for. our fins ? 

Shall man ſhew himſelf to be more hard hearted than 
ſtones, to have leſs compaſſion than dead bodies? Call 
to mind, O ſinful creature, and ſet before thine eyes 
Chriſt crucified. Think thou ſeeſt his body ſtretched 
out in length upon the croſs, his head crowned with 
ſharp thorns, and his bands and his feet pierced with 
nails, his heart opened with a long ſpear, his fleſh rent 
and torn with whips, his brows fweating water and 
and blood. Think thou heareſt him now crying in an 
intolerable agony to his father, and faying, My God, 
my God, why baſt thou forſaken me? Couldit thou be- 
bold this woful ſight, or hear this mournful voice, 
without tears, conſidering that he ſuffered all this, not 
for any deſert of his own, but only for the grievoul- 
neſs of thy fins? O that mankind ſhould put the 
everlaſting Son of God to ſuch pains. O that we 
ſhould be the occaſion of his death, and the only 
cauſc of his condemnation. May „e not juſtly cry, 
wo worth the time that ever we ſinned ? O my bre- 
. thren, let this image of Chrilt crucified, be always 
printed in our hearts, let it ſtir us up to the hatred of 
fin, and provoke our minds to the carneſt love of Al- 
mighty God. For why ? is not fin, think you, 4 
grievous thing in his fight, ſeeing for the tranſgreſſing 
of God's precept in eating of one Apple, he condem- 
ned all the World to perpetual death, and would not 
be pacified, but only with the blood of his own Son ? 
True, yea, mott true 1s that fay:ng of. David : Thou, 
O Lord, ha eſt all them that work iniquity, neither 
Full the wicked and Wil man dwell wür ther. Palm 65 

By the mouth of his holy prophet 1/aiah, he cried 
mainly out againſt ſinners, and faith, T be unto you 
that draw iniquity with cords of . vanity, and fin as it 
were with cart-ropes. I,. 5. ; Did 
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Did not he give a plain token how greatly he hated 
and abhorred ſin, when he drowned all the World, 
ſave only eight perſons, [Gen. 7.] when he deſtroyed 
Sodom and Gomorra» with fire and brimſtone, [Gen. 19] 
when in three days ſpace he killed with peſtilence 
threeſcore and ten thouſand for David's offence; 
[2. Samuel 24.] when he drowned Pharaoh and all his 
hoſt in the red ſea [Exodus. 14.] when he turned 
Nabuchodonoſor the King, into a form of a brute beaſt, 
creeping upon all four, [Daniel. 4.] when he ſuffered 
Achitophel and Judas to hang themſelves upon the 
remorſe of ſin, which was fo terrible to their eyes? 
[2. Samuel, 23. Acts. 1.] A thouſand ſuch exam- 
ples are to be found in ſcrpiture, if a man would 
ſtand to ſeek them out. But what need we? This 
one example which we have now in hand, 1s of more 
force, and ought more to move us, than all the reſt. 
Chriſt being the Son of God, and perfect God him- 
ſelf who never committed fin, was compelled to 
come down from Heaven, to give his body to be 
bruiſed and broken on the Crots for our fins. Was 
not this a manifeſt token of Gods great wrath and 
diſpleaſure towards ſin, that he could be pacihed by 
no other means, but only by the {weet and precious 
blood of his dear Son? © fin, ſin, that ever thou 
ſhouldeſt drive Chriſt ro ſuch extremity ] wo worth the 
time that ever thou cameſt into the world. But 
what booteth it now to bewail ? Sin is come, and ſo 
come that it cannot be avoided. There 1s no man 
living, no not the juſteſt man on the earth but he 
falleth ſeven times a day, as Solomon ſaith. [Proverbs 
24.] And our Saviour Chriſt, although he hath 
delivered us from fin, yet not ſo, that we ſhall be 
free from committing fin ; but ſo, that it ſhall not 
be imputed to our condemnation. [Romans. 6. 
He hath taken upon him the juſt reward of. fin, 
which was death, and by death hath overthrown 
death; that we believing in him, might live for ever 
and not die. Ought not this to engender extream 
hatred of fin in us, to conſider that it did violently, 


as it were, pluck God out of Heaven, to make 1 


1 


feel the horrors and pains of Death? O that we would 
ſometimes conſider this in the midſt of our pomps 
and pleaſures : it would bridle the outrageouſneſs of the 
fleſh, it would abate and affwage our carnal affections, 
it would reſtrain our fleſhly appetites, that we ſhould 
not run at random, as we commonly do. To commit 
fin wilfully and deſperately, without fear of God; is 
nothing elſe but to crucity Chriſt a new, as we are 
expre ly taught in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 6th chap. 
W hich thing it it were deeply printed in all mens 
hearts, then Thould not fin reign every where ſo much 
as it doth, to the great grief and torment of Chriſt 
now ſittirg in Heaven, 

Let us therefore remember, and always bear in 


mind Chrilt crucified, that thereby we may be inward- , 


ly moved both to abhor fin throughly, and alſo with 
an earneſt and zealous heart to love God. For this 
is another fruit which the memorial of Chriſt's death 
ought to work in us, an earneſt and unfeigned love 


towards God. So God loved the world ( faith St. John 


chap. 3.) that he gave his only begotten Son, that 


wholoever believeth in him; ſhould not periſh, but have 
life everlaſting. If God declared fo great love towards 
us his BAY creatures : how can we of right but loye 
him again? was not this a ſure pledge of his love, to 
give us his own Son from Heaven; he might have 
given us an Angel if he would, or ſome other crea- 
ture, and yet mould his love habe been far above our 
deſerts. Now he gave us not an Angel, but his Son. 
and what Son? His only Son, his natural Son, his 
well beloved Son, even that Son whom he had made 
Lord and Ruler of all things. Was not this a ſingu- 
lar token of great love ? but to whom did he give 
him? he gave him to the whole world; that is to ſay, to 
Adam, and all that ſhould come after him. O Lord, 
what had Adam, or any other man deſerved at Gods 


hands, that he ſhould give us his own Son ? We are 


all miſerable perſons, ſinful perſons, damnable perſons, 
juſtly driven out of Paradiſe, juſtly excluded from 
Heaven, 19 condemned to Hell fire: and yet ( ſee 
a wonderful token of Gods love) he gave us his only 

begotten 
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[9] 
begotten Son, us 1 ſay,” that were his' extream afd = 
deadly enemies, that we by virtue of his blood ſhed; 
upon the eroſs, might be clean purged from our fins, 
and made rightebus again in his ſighr. Who can chuſe 
but marvel, to Rear that God ſhould ſhew ſuch un- 
ſpeakable love towards us, that were his deadly enemies? 

Indeed, O Mot᷑tal man, thou oughteſt of right to mar- 

vel at i, and to ackEM᷑fedge therein Gods great good- 

BB ne&fs, and merty towards mankind; which is fo won- | 

II derrul, chat no fleſh, be it never fo worldly wiſe, wy 

well conceive it, or expreſs it. For as St Paul reftiheth, 
Romuns 3.) Cod greatly commenderh und ſerreth ot bis 

H towards us, in that” be ſent bis Son Chriſt to die for 15, 

ben toe 4were'yet fuers, and open enemies of bis name.” 

If we had in any manner of wiſe deſeryed. it at his hands, 

then had it been no fnarvet at all, but there was fo 

defert on our part wherefofe he ſhould do it. There 

fore thou ſinful reature, when thou heareſt that God 

gave His Son to die for the ſins of the world, think 

| notthe did it for any deſert or goodneſs that was in t hee, 
for thou walt then the bond-flave of che Devil: But 
fall down up en thy knees, an d cty with the prophet. 
David, O Lord, ohat is man, that thou art. ſo nindfut of ; 
um? or the ſon of man, that thou fo rezordeſt him ?. 9 
Pſalm . 8.] And ſeeing he hath ſo greatly loved thee,, = 

| chleavour thyſelf to love him again, with all thy. | 
heart, with all thy foul, and with all thy ſtrength, that | 
therein thou mayeſt appear not to be unworthy, of his 
love. I report me to thine own conſcience, whether 
thou wouldeſt not think thy love ill beftowed upon | 

5 him, that could not find in his heart to love thee, | 

e gain? if this be true, (as it is moſt true) then think 

how greatly it behoveth thee: in duty to love God, 

e whiek hath ſe greatly loved thee, that he hath. not. | 

ſpared his only Son from fo cruel and ſhameful a 8 | 

| death for thy ſake, And hitherto concerning the 

k cauſe of Chriſt's death and paſſion, which as it was 

e on our part moſt horrible and grievous fin, fo on tlie 

other fide it was the free gift of God, proceeding. of 

his mere and tender love towards mankind, without any. 

merit or deſert on our part: - The Lord for His mer- 
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ties ſake grant that we never forget the great benefit 
of our ſalvation in Chriſt, Jeſu, but that we always 
ſhew ourſelves thankful. for it, abhorring all kind of | 
wickedneſs and ſin, and applying our minds wholly to 
the ſervice. of God, and the diligent keeping of, his 
commandments. .: „ d4” uy BTR 
Now it remaineth that I ſhew unto. you, how to 
apply Chriſt's death and paſſion, to our comfort, as a 
medicine to our wounds, ſo that it may work the 
{ame effect in us wherefore it was given, namely, the 
health and ſalvation of our ſouls. For as it profiteth 
4 man nothing to have ſalve, unleſs it be wel! applied 
to the. part infected: So the death of Chriſt ſhall 
ſtand us in no force, unleſs we apply it to ourſelves 
in ſuch ſort as God hath appointed. Almighty God 
commonly worketh by means, and in this thing he 
hath alſo ordained a certain mean, whereby we may 
take fruit and profit to our ſouls health. 
What mean is that? forſooth it is Faith. Not an 
inconſtant or wayering Faith but a ſure, ſtedfaſt, 
grounded, and unfeigned Faith. God ſent his Son 
into the World (faith St. Jahn) To what end? Thet 
tobe ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have life 


everiaſting. Mark theſe words that wwhoſnever believetb 


in him, Here is the mean whereby we muſt apply the 
fruits of Chriſt's death unto our deadly. wound. Here 
is the mean -whereby we muſt. obtain eternal life, 
namely Faith. For (as St. Paul teacheth in his epiſtle 
ty the Romans, chapter the 10th). With. the heart man 


bellevetb unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion 


is made unto ſalvation. Paul being demanded of the 
Keeper of the Priſon, what he ſbould do to be ſaved 2 
made this anſwer ;. Believe in the Lord Jeſus ſo ſhalt 
thou and thine houſe bath, be ſaved. [Acts 16] After 
the Evangeliſt had deſcribed and ſet forth unto us 
at large the life and the death of the Lord Jeſus, in 
the end he conelyudeth with theſe words: Theſe things 
are written, that de may believe Jeſus Chriſt 10 be the 
Sou of Ged, and through Faith obtain eternal life. 
John z.] To; conclude with the words of St. 
Paul, which are theſe ; Chriſt ig the end of the Lew 


unto 


( 21 ] 

unto ſalvation, for every one that doth believe. | Romans 10] 
By this then, you may. well perceive, that the only 
mean and inftrument of . ſalvation required of our 
parts, is Faith; that is to ſay, a ſure truſt and confi- 
dence in the mercies of God: whereby we perſuade 
ourſelves, that God both hath, and will forgive our 
ſins, that he hath accepted us again into his four, that 


he hath releaſed us from the bonds of damnation, and 


received us again into the number of his elect people, 
not for our merits or deſerts, but only and ſolely for 
the merits of ' Chriſt's death and Paſſion, who became 
man for our ſakes, and humbled himſelf to ſuſtain the 
reproach of the Croſs, that we thereby might be ſaved, 
and made 1nheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This Faith is required at our hands. And this if we 
keep ſtedfaſtly at our hearts, there is no doubt, but 
we ſhall obtain ſalvation at God's hands, as did 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, of whom the Scripture 
ſaith, [Geneſis 13. Romans 4. ] that they believed, and 
it was imputed unto them for righteouſneſs. Was it im 
puted unto them only? and ſhall it not be imputed 
unto us alſo? Yes, if we have the ſame Faith as they 
had, it ſhall be as truly imputed unto us for righteouſ- 
neſs, as it was unto them. For it is one Faith that 
muit {ave both us and them, even a ſure and ſtedfaſt 


Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; Who, as ye have heard, came 


into the World for this end, that whoſoever believe in 
him, fhould nat periſo, but have life everlaſting. But here 
we mult take heed that we do not halt with God 
through an inconſt ant and wavering Faith, but that 
it be ſtrong and ſtedfaſt to our lives end. He that 
toavereth (ſaith Saint James) is hike a wave of the Sea, 
neither let that Man think that he ſball obtain any thing at 
God's hands. Peter coming to Chriſt upon the Water, 
becauſe he fainted in Faith, was in danger of drown- 
ing. So we if we begin to waver: or doubt, it is to 


be feared leſt we ſhall ſink as Peter did? not into the 


Water, but into the bottomleſs pit of Hell fire. There- 
fore I ſay unto you, that we muſt apprehend the 
Merits of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion by Faith, and 
that with a ſtrong and ſtedfaſt Faith, nothing doubt- 
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ing, but that Chriſt by his own oblation, and once” 
offering of himſeſt upon the Croſs, hath taken away 
our fins, and hath reſtored us again into God's favour, 
jo fully and pertectly, that no "other: ſactifics for fin 
ſhall here after be requiſite or needtul in all the World. 
Thus have vou heard in few words, the mean 
whereby we'mutt apply the fruits and merits of Chtiſt's 
death, unto us, 10 that it may work the faltvation of 
our ſouls: namely, a ſure, ſtedfaſt, perfect, and 
grounded Faith. For as all they which beheld 
tedfattly the Brazen Serpent; were "healcA and de- 
Jivered at the very ſight eteof, front - their corporal” 
diſcaſes and bod! ily ſtings : N Numbers. even * alt 
they which behold Chfiſt erueifed with 3 a true and 
Recly Fuith, hall undoubtedly be delivered from the 
grievous wounds of the foul, be they never Tot deadly or 
many in number. Jo 3] Therefore death beloved? 
if we chance at any time through the frailty of the 
eh, to tall into ſin (as it cannot be choſtn; but we 
maſt needs fall often) and if we feel tlie heavy burden 
thereof to preis our fouls, tormenting da with tht! 
tear of Death, Hell und- Damfanor, kt ns chen, 
wie that mean which God hath appoigteßf this Word, 
to wit; the mean of Faith, which 18 the G jnlbru⸗ 
ment of falvarton now left: unto us. ern "(tedf: Tins 
behotd Chriſt crucifſed, with the c of our heart. 
Let us only truſt to be faved hy his Death tall Paffion; 
and to Rave our {ins clean waſhes» away *through bis 
moſt precious | blood, that in the ena%of the world, 
when he-ſhall come again 80 judge bbth the quick 
and the dead; he may feteive us mt& his Heavenly 


Kingdotn, and place ùs in the number of his Elect 


and choſen People, there to le partakers of that 
immortal and everlaſting life, which he hath purcha- 
fed unto us by virt ue of his bloody wounds: To him 
therctore, wich the Father, and the Flely. Ghoſt, be 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. | 


N 5 $, 


I Hum {61 
15 U, [exo Faye xcill be e prbliſhed a Serien fer Eaſter-Day. 


* 


$ n 
LT: 
Mot 


. 


5 99 


SR 5 
pee, 1 


* 
Ne 


* 0 l 

D » oh 

b 
Es 


F 


8 TL 
PL 10 
9 
ES p 


— nn : 
$4 
* 
832 


* * 
1 - 59%, - 
a : 7 
- * 


5 
* 


N 


2 


I 


=» 
2 . a 
— 


